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TO 


The Right Reyerend Father in God, 


VVILLIAM 
Lord Biſhop of BRISTQOL., 


My Lord, 
[ Make bold to dedicate this plain Sermon to your Lord- 


ſhip, b:cauſe you are my Dioceſan, to whom 1 am accoun- 

table for what | preach, And though it doth not preſume 

into your Lordſhip's Preſence becauſe of any Worth in it , 
yet it begs a little Countenance for the Honeſty of its deſign, 
which is to convince Dſſenters, that it is th:ir Duty to obey 
the Magiſtrate in lawful things, and ſave Miniſters the 
trouble of drawing u» any Certificate of their Diſobedi- 
ence ; becauſe faithful Miniſters cam #4ho no Comfort in 
b-aring any Teſtimony againſt their People to God or Max's 
Bar, they had rather give an account of their People with Joy, 
and not with Griet, for that is unprofitable for them ; 
Heb. 13..19. 1 know your Lordſhip would be glad to hear 
will of all the People comm:tted to your Charge, and to the 
end you may hear ſo of that part of it entruſted with me, 


I preached and printed this Sermon, fitted to the 
A 2 C a; alt 


» 


| EGNFENEDY ——— 


o the Right Reverend Father in God, &c. 
Copacities of my _ Pariſhioners, who are plain 
Country men. My Lord, e you will excuſe my Bold- 
neſs, and accept of my weak Endeavour to bring ſtrayin 
Sheep into the Fold, altho it may not have that Succeſs 
that 1 could wiſh. The good Lord increaſe and multiply his 
Bleſſings upon your Lordſhip, for the good of his Charch, that I 
you may continue to do worthily in Ephratah, end be famou 
in Bethlehem, 


So prajeth, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Wotton-Fitz-Pain, 0 
June 26th, 16832, moſt Humble and 
| Faithful Servant, | V 
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Ecctis 3.2. 


I counſel thee” tb' kerp the King's Commandment,” and 
that in regard of the Oath of God.. 


| His Book one calls Solomon's Sapicntial Sermon 

of the Sqveraign, Good, and how ; to. attain; it , 

ſome tile it his ſacred RetraRations, Solomon in 

his old Age repents of the Vanities of his Youth, | 
Others tile it his Ethicks, or, TraQtate de'ſummo bono, of © 
the chiefeſt good. In, this Book he declaims againſt the 
Vanities of the World,, declares wherein the Happineſs 
of Man conſiſts, and what his Duty is, ,.;In the words of 
the Text, he. touches upon our Duty to the King, or Su- 
pream Magiſtrate that God hath ſer over us, and that is,to | 
keep his Commandment, Ego os Regis - obſerve + Precepra Vulgar. 
juraments Dei: as if he ſpake this of, himſelf to (hew.us :' 


an Example z "OW D-32K, I, that is, I, counſel thee Moneo os 
to keep the Mouth of the King, that is,.. the word of Com- *frrve. 
mand chat cometh out ofthis Mouth, ZTu« pranlas plAa- -Septuagine th 


for, keep the Word of the King, z. e. his Command; enje - ooh 
ment, , | +98 | dicituriphs 0% 
1. A Duty enjoyned, and that is Obedjence to Kings. [72 {cv werba 
2. A Realon annexed,'n regard of the Oath of God, be+ = (og 
cauſe thou haſt ſworn Allegiance to him, of which Oath 
Ged is a Witneſs and Revenger. Pemble. The Oath: of 
Loyalty which the Subjeds ſwear:to their Pringe:\Diodate, 
For though the preſent Oarh of Allegiance was not befors 
the Reign of King Fames, yer there were Qaths deviſed 
B J in 


> 


P e91bl es 


Bex,4. 


DoF, 


poreſtaribus 


arendum eft, 
inquir, {.d non 


p_ nift 3 


"() 


in former Times,to tie Subjects to their Soveraigns, T4 
citus Rom, Hiſt, p. 87. oa AS 
3. Asit is a Reaſon of Obedience, ſo alſo it is a Li- 


. 


Ec 


©; ac pro- When we cry: up Obedience to'M 


= Deus 2 
uis Jurejuran- 
do exigir, &il- 
li Fide data fe 
exhibirurgsre- 
ceperunt, F- 


ES 19 


dealt with. ' The Proconful urged Pohcarp, ſaying, 
Swear, and I will let thee go; blaſpheme and deny 
Chriſt,” and 'thon ſhale be of. to whom Policarp als 
ſwered, Oitoginta ſex Annes illi jam inſeruivi, &c, Four 
ſcore* aid RY Years have I ſerved him, ad he'never of- 
fended me in; any thing, how then can I revile my King? 
Eoſeb. But, blefſed'be God this is not our caſe; we live 
mdet a Chriſtian King, 'who is a Defender of che truly 
RE and Apoſtolick Faith; a Profeſſor of the 
Reformed Reſigion himſe}f, and 'a Cguntenancer of thoſe 
that do profefs it; 4ccording as ic is cRabliſh'd by Law in 


(3) 
this Land; And that it is our Duty to yield ready and 
cheartul Obedience'to our _—_ lawtul Commands, ap- 
pears, Rom. 13.1. Let every Soul be ſubjeitt9 the a 
Powers. ' Put them in mind to be ſubject to Principatities pg, w.i@ ©. 
and Powers, ts obey Magiſtrates, &c. Tit. 3.1, Sponts Titum. 
nempe, non coattt; freely,and not by conſtraint, And yet 
thoſe Magiſtrates were rather Enemies than Friends tb the 
Chriſtian Religion How much more cauſe have we to 
ſet chearfully about this Duty, having a King of the 
ſame Religion with us, that owns that Chriſt for his 
Saviour that we do ? Submit your ſelves ts every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lori's ſake, whether it be ts the King, as 
Sapreams/ 1 Pet. 2, 13. This St, Peter, 'the Papiſts 
call the Prince of che Apoſiles, and think the Biſhop of 
Rome ſacceeds' him in his Principality, who pretends that Se 5s Bull «- 
all Chriftiati Princes are inferior ro him, -and that he hath £</»# QElir. 
Powet to pull down and fer up at his pleaſure; and yet 
Se. Peter pretends to'no ſuch Authority, and teaches us 
that the King is Supream, 
1.' Resſ. The King is ſet over us by God, God hath 
put a Sceprer into his Hand, and feta Crowr'of pore Gold 
upon his Hcad z By wwe! Kings reign, and Printes decver 
Fuſtice : By ' me : Frimces rule, ant Nobles, even all-thbe 
Fodges of the Earth; Prov; 8.15, 16, that is, ''by-my | 
Authority ,tliey ate of my ferting up; and by me farniſts <477»- in. loc, 
ed with 2 Spizic of: Govermnenr:' There if 44 Poor bat REO 
Gol, and the; Powers that be;. are drained: of God ;' Rom xila 
13.1. Mrminerimus ergo" Politians ipſam- few "MM ihr etun Melan&ons 
eſſe rem bunam, devinitus ordinatam ; & ſiatwaninti hane Obe- 
dientians 4 Dro requiri preft andam, tanguam tofine ordinats- 
ext. . ' Ler:us know that Govetumetr is-good avid'of Dib 
vine Toftitution, and the Obedience that weare t6 pay 't6 
it, is require&by God, as'to-an Ordiniance of his own, 


B 2 Obj. 


Aquinas” 2. 


(4) 
Object, But is not Magiſtracy called an Ocdinatice 

of Man? 1 Pet. 2.13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordi- 

wance of Man, &c. 4.45 | 
Anſw. The Popiſh Clergy, who would feign tread the 


. Chriſtian Magiſtrate under their Feet, and bring Empe- 


rours-to hold the Popes's Stirrup, and Kings to lead-his 
Horſe by the Bridle when. he rideth abroad, look upon 
Magiſtracy as only an Ordinance of Man, Dominio & 


9: 10. Art. 10. pyelatio introdutts ſunt ex jure humano: They would pull 


G eog7r apby. 


Camdens -/ 
Eliz, 


Bp Andrews, 


ar. Dod, Ge. ſtrate is requited in this fifth Commandment, 


down Princes to ſet up their Idol the Pope. Magiltracy 
is called an Ordinance of Man, becauſe Man is the Sub- 
jet of it, it being born by Man, the ObjeR, 'it.being im- 
ployed about Men ; the End alſo, thegood of Men ; the 
kind or ſort thereof left unto the choice of ſeveral Nati- 
ons. Some are governed by Lords, as Holland; ſome by 
Dukes, as in /ts/y; ſome by Kings cleed, as Poland, Bohe- 
wiz; ſome by an Hereditary. Prince, as France, Spain, 
England, &c. and yet to Monarchy. it ſelf,” the Conienc 
of Men is eigher explicitely or-implicitely required, as 
Dr. Heylix faith. In theſe reſpects ir is called an Ordi- 
nance of Man, but not in regard of the Invention or In- 
ſticution. of it ; that is wholly from God. 

2; Reaf.. The King is Pater Patrie, the Father of his 
Country, Magiſtrates are our Civil Parents, and Chil- 
dren oug/it .to obey their Parents, Epheſ. 6, 1, Queen 


Elizabeth.was wont to ſay, that ſhe would believe 110 more 


vil of. her\ Subjects, than a Mother would 'belicve of 'her 


. Children, / Good Princes are careful for their' Subjects; 


as their Childreu.3 and guad Subjects are as obedient 'to 
their Princes, as to theis Parents. - Howour thy Father and 
thy Mother; Ex0d.,20. 12. Divines that write upon the 
Commandments, underſtand, that Obedience to'the Magi- 


"3+ Real 


- 


(5) 
.- 33 Reaſ., Magiſtrates bear the Image of God, they ae 
Earthly Gods,. and therefore” Diſobedience ro them is 
Diſobedience to God ; as Diſobedience to an' inferiour 
Magiſtrate that as according to Law, is Difobedience 
to the Prince ( whoſe Miniſter he is) in the Perſon of 
his Se:vant, We muſt honour the Imprefſions of God upon 


the higher Powers. There is a Stawp or Impreſs of the Cay «» job, 


Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Soveraignty of God-upon 
Magiſtra:es ; yea, God puts his own Name upon them; 
Pal. 82.6, I have {id you are Gods, and all of you Chil- 
aren of the moſt High. God hath ſer them up in his ſtead 
co rule over us. 

4+ Reef. The many Benefits that we receive. from 
them, oblige us in point of Gratitude to pay them the 
Tribute of Obedience to all their lawful Commands; as 
God hath ier Magiſtrates above us, ſo he hath ſet them 
up for us: The Magiſtrate doth prore@ us from Wrong 
or Injury, righting us upon thoſe that offer Violence to 
us, maintaining our Liberties and Properties, that we may 
ſit.every. one under his own Vine, and under his own Fig- 
tree; They are God's Miniſters, attending continually upon 
this very thing 5 Rom, 13. 6. God hath made it thcir 
buſineſs to take care of their Subjects, and to fee that 
they ſuſtain no Hurt or Damage ; and we in requital pay 
them Tribute, and yield them Obedience, TF there were 
no Magiſtrates to. protect the Good, and to bridle and 
reſtrain the Wicked, you ſhould quickly ſee your Wives 
ravithed, your Houſes - rifled, your Children fold, 
and all that you have at the Mercy of the Sons of Vio- 
lence. 
» Hr of Information. If the lawful Commands of Ki 
20 4 ih ered: they itis the Duty of the Kin 
Majefties Subjeds in this Nation, to repair to their bage: by 

i | Churches, 


| (6) 
Churches, and receive the Sacrament according to Lay, 
unleſs we can make it appear that this 1s no lawful Com- 
mand. I ſhall ſpeak to both of theſe Duties in their or- 
der, but firlt I muſt anſwer an ObjeQton made againſt the 
Magiſtrates interpoſing in this Afﬀair. 


Object, What hath the Magiſtrate to do in matters of 
Religion 2 he is only to take care-of Civ. Concerns, 
and to protet Men in their Liberties and Properties, 
and leave them 'to God as to their Religion and Conſci- 
ences ? 


Anſw, The Papiſts and ſome SeQaries would diveſt the 
Magiſtrate of his Authority in matters of Religion ; rhe 
Popiſh Clergy, that they might have- it for themſelves, 
and that the Magiſtrate might ſerve only for a Havg-man,. 
to execute thoſe they deliver over to the Secular Power, 
The Sedctaries that they might be free to broach their 
Opinions, and make what Proſclites they can, and none 
to make them afraid. But yet it is the Magiſtrates, Duty, 
who is Cftos wtri:ſq; Tabule, to take' care of the Wor« 
ſhip and Service of God, as appears by the pra&tife of 
good Kings heretofare, and by the Promiſes made to the 
Church, &c. 

1. The praRice of good Kings, David, Solomon, Xſz, 
Fehoſhephat, Hezekiah, Foftah, took great care abour' the 
Worſhip and Service of God, and are highly'commended 
for it by the Holy "Ghoſt, What David and Solomim 
did, you may read at large in the Holy Scriptures. Aſa 
removed all the Idols. that his Father had made, and de- 
ſtroyed' his Mother's Idol, ' and burnt" it by the Brook 
Kjadron, 1 Kings 15. 12, 13. and in fodoing, he did that 
which was right in' the fight of the" Lord," (Verfe' rr; 
| Feboſhaphat 


(7) or 
Fehoſpaphat went out tharough the. People from Beer-ſheba to 
Mownt-Ephraim,. and brought thew back to the Lord God 
6 their Fatbers; 2 Chron. 19, 4. Hezekiah opened the 

0075 of the Houſe of the Lard, and repaired them : 2 Chron, 
29. z gonet ſet the Pri:ffs im their nw, and encou- 

ea them to the Service of the Houſe of the Lord: 2 Chron. 
35+,2+ Thus you ſee good+;Kings have look'd upon 
themſelves as concerned 1n matters of Religion, and have 
ated according'y, with Applauſe. 

2. The Promiſes made to the Church, that the ſhould 
have ſuch Magiſtrates. as ſhould take care of Religion, 


and of -the Worſhip aud Service of God. Kings ſbell be Hoc accidit, 
thy nurſing Fathers, and Dacens thy nur, us Mathers, &C. (cle yer Evan- 
Iſa. 49. 23. a promiſe made ro. Golpel-times, Now if gfium orbi 


Kings ate to perform the part of Parents to their SubjeRs, ; 
then, they are to, breng wp thetr (hildren in the Nurture 
and Jawonit ou of the Lord: Eph. 6.4. and therefore 
are concerned about the Religion of their SubjeRs, 

3. Magiſtrates have a Charge to kiſs the Son, Pſgl, 2, 
12; that is, to do Homage to Chriſt, and promote his 
Intereſt ; to .mind our Religious, as well as our Civil 
Concerns.s and therefore, we ſhould pray fox Kings and 
all that are in Authority, thac God would-incline their 
Hearts todo their Duty, That #nder them we may live 4 quiet 
and peaceable Life in all Gedlineſs and Honeſty : 1 Tim;212, 
that they may countenance Religion anu Godlineſs, as 
well as Juſtice acd Hyneſty. / 'I-hope this may ſerve to 
convince you, that the Magiſtrate hath to do in matters 
of Religion, 1 ſhall now ſpeak to both the Duties in- 
joyned, the. negle& whereof the Magiſtrate is now about 
ro enquire into.  611,! | 

"x. Tocoime to Divine Service in your Pariſh-Chunh, 
which inciudes;the whole Worſhip of God at ſuch Solem- 
niries ; 


4 ) 
nities , for the Divine Service is not overintil che Bleſſin 
is given. Now if it be not unlawfal, then it is your Dis 
to obey the I in-this thing. | T never met with 
any that-have afſerted- it- unlawful ; divers famous Non- 
| conformiſts have aflerted the lawfulneſs of it 5 Mr Hil. 
+ Fuller's Ec- de-ſham, though * four times hilenced, yet makes it our 
cleſ. #9. Dary to come tothe beginning, and' ſtay till the' end, 
+ Lecures on F and ſays farther, No wiſe Man miſlikech the Prayers 
John 147- that are uſed in our  Church-Aſſemblies, no, not the 
reading of Prayers, no not the reading of many Prayers 
7-4 on. Neither, &c, | Mr.Tombes in his Theodslia afſerts the law- 
Plal, 51. 810. faloeſs of hearing the Miniſters of the Church of England. 
* Cure of * Mr. Baxter of Formes 'of Prayer; (+A Caſe of great 
Church D3viſ. and preſent uſe;that holds it lawful to hear the Now Con- 
P- 1.76, Vc. forming Miniſters, who are re-ordained, and have renoun- 
t' Mr, Nye. | | 
| ced the Covenant, and ſome of them ſuppoſed to be ſcan- 
dalous in their Lives.) A great deal of pains in anſwerin 
the Obje&ions of the ſcrupulous is raken by the Author 
of it. Ti 


_ Objed. The' main thing objeRed is, That Pariſh-Mini- 
ſters do -not live —_— to their Doarine, but are 


ſcandalous intheir Lives, Thoſe that have leaſt Acquain- 
tance - with them, are very forward to ſpeak thus of 
them. 


Anfw. 1. This js not ſaid'of all, but only ſome Pariſh. 
Miniſters, and the ſame is ſaid of ſome Noncooformins 
Miniſters : and why ſhould you run from fome ſcandalons 
Miniſters, to hear others > what Reaſon is there for that > 

2. You ſhould firſt have uſed ſome means'to'reclaim 
theſe. Men, and upon' their incorrifiblen&fs;' y6u ſhould 
have complained them to the Ecclefiaſtiett Govetnour, 

before 


(9) 
before you had proceeded into .ways. of Separation, 


of you report them to be; there are ſome of you that can 
invent Lies where you bear a Prejudice, and others that 
are too forward to give Credit to Slanders. 

4. Though ſome Miniſters are ſcandalous, yet it may 
be your Duty to hear them ; for it is not unlawful to 
hear a ſcandalous Miniſter, as long as it is God's Word, 
aod not his own, he preaches, Truth is bleſſed from the 
Lord for its own ſake, and his whoſe it * is. The Scribes 
id Phariſees. ſit in Moles's Seat , All therefore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and ao, but do not ye a'ter 
their Works, for they ſay and do_not: Matth, 23, 2, 3, 
The- mixtures in Sermons are neareſt, the 2%. ——_ 
of their Callings the next; the Sins of their Converſations 
fartheſt from their Dodrine, and therefore have leſs Efi- 
cacy at ſuch a diſtance to prejudice it: [ Mr, Nye's Caſe 
Is afore, ] 


A ſecond Duty required by -Law, the negle 
whereot is to be now. enquired into by the Magiſtrate, 
is the receiving of the Sacrament _—_— to the uſage 
of the Church of Exg/and. Now here perhaps the Scru- 
ple may be greater, becauſe many, that come ro Divine 
Service, do refuſe to come to the Sacrament. I ſhall 
therefore indeavour to anſwer the Objections that ſome 


make, 


of the Body and Blood of the Lora: 1 Cor.11.27.now we are 
oth to be found Murtherers of Chriſt,and io eat and drink 

wr own Damnation ( ver. 29.) | 
Anſw. Muſt this be always your; excuſe ? do you in- 
end to be (till unworthy ? is = any Excule at all? mm 
aulc 


3. Very few Parith- Miniſters are ſo-ſcandalous as ſome - 


Obje&t. He that eateth ana arinketh unworthily, i: guilty , 


* Mr, Nre, 


Rebrick be- 


fore the Com- 


" K1n10n, 


. 


( to.) 
fault is it that you are uuwoerthy, God's or yours > Are 
your Luſts dearer'to you than a Sacrament ? will you 
art with Chriſt rather than part with them 2? lt is a great 
bin to turn your backs upon a Sacramerit, and no excuſe, 
but a Sin, to be unprepared for ir: and what will the end 
of all this be ? read and tremble, &Matrrh. 22. Eairhful 
Miniſters are willing todo their beſt, to prepare you to be 
Worthy Communicaots, 


Objei?. There is not that care taken to keep out the 
unworthy and che ſcandalous 'that there ſhould be : And 
we cannot communicate with ſuch, nay, we are charged 
with ſuch, mo xot tp eat, 1 Cor, 5.11. 


Anſw, 1, Miniſters have power to keep ſcandalous 
Perſons from the Sacrament, provided they give tr6rice 
of it to the Ordinary by ſuch a time. © 3B YL 

2, If Miniſters are remiſs and negligent in their Dus 

ty in this thing, this is not thy fault but theirs, and choy 
ſhalt not anſwer for them. 
' 3+ There were many ſcandalous Perſons at the Sacre 
ment in the Church of Cormh, 1 Cor. 11.21, and yet 
St. Paul, who complained of the Abule; did not blame 
others for receiving with chem, nor labour to promote 
a Schiſm in that Church becauſe of :t. 

4. Other Men's unworthy recciving cannot bt 
prejudicial to thee, if thou art a fic Communicant ; HF 
that eateth and arinketh uworthily, eateth and arink:11 
Damnation, not 'to thee; 'but to himſelf, 1 Cor. i3. 29. 
his Blood be upon his own Head, 

5. Whereas we are bidden 'not ro eat with ſuch, it 
cannot be meant at the” Lord's Table, where you have nc 
Authority to keep off others, no Liberty to refuſe it 

COiuut 


' Where you are at your own diſpoſe, 


is allowed to be with an Heathen : but 'ris the civil eat- 


( 14 ) 


come your ſelves, but at your own Tables and at theirs, 


I, The cating that is here forbidden with a Brother, 


ing that is only allowed to be with a Heathen ; therefore 
ris the civil cating. that is only forbidden with a Bro- 
ther. +11007, | TT 
2. Theeating here” forbidden, is for the Puniſhmene 
of the nocent, not of the inn5cent ; but if religious eat- jenkins Jude, 
ing were forbidden, the greateſt Puniſhmenc would fall 
upon the innocent, the Godly,.who muſt keep a ſpiritual 
Fat, becauſe. of other Men's Unworthineſs; 


Diſciples of our Lord, in the Geſture of a 
which is Kneeling, that ſeems to countenance the Popi 
Dodarine of Tranſubſtantiation, as it 'we did adore the | 
Bread and Wine, 


Object, We differ from other Reformed Churches, 
and 


Anſw. 1, Our Church hath cleared her ſelf from this 
Imputation, by declaring, that this order of Kneeling is ;,, 4, ne. 
ouly for a Signification of our humble and grateful Ac- claration at 
knowledgment of. the Benefits of Chriſt given in this IR 
Sacrament to all worthy Receivers, and that thereby no 
Adoration is intended, or ought tc be done, either unto 
the Saciameurtai Bread avd Wine there bodily received, or 
_—_ corporal Preſence of Chriſt's natutal Fleſh and 
Blood, 

2. There being no particular Geſture preſcribed, the 
Churches of Chriſt take liberty to appoint ſuch a Ge- 
ſtuce for their Members as they think meer ; the French 
and Datch ftand, and fir, we kneel, and if + Man hath a 
good ſpiritual Appetite, there will be the leſs ado about the 

C a Geſture, 


( 12 ) 


Geſture, 'If I am prepared for the Communion,” and 
were in France or Holland, I would not wrangle with 
them about the Geſture of receiving; 

3- [tis not certain what Geſture Chriſt and his Diſciples 
receivedin , it they received leaning, none of the Re- 
formed Churches receive in that manner: beſides, they 
received it ac Night, and inan upper Room ; and yet we 
conceive, we are not. tied up to theſe Circumſtances of 
time and place, but may receive at Noon, and in a lower 
Room ; and why may it not be as allowable to differ from 
them in Geſture, as in Time and Place? And therefore 
notwithſtanding what is objected, it appears to me law- 
ful to frequenc the Pariſh- Church, and receive the Sacra- 
ment there ; andif it be lawful, ic is a Duty ; and I hope, 
Men'of tender Conſciences will conſider of it,- and be 
fearful of offeading God, by diſobeying the Magiſtrate's 
lawful Commands. ; | 
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